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Since its foundation, the InterAction Council has been concerned about moral values and ethical
standards, particularly in political and business leadership.
In 1987 the Council convened a Consultative Meeting with Spiritual Leaders on Peace,
Development, Population and the Environment in Rome. At its meeting in Vienna in 1996 the
Council focused on a search of global ethical standards, acceptable to all religions. As a
consequence it drafted the proposed Universal Declaration of Human Responsibilities which, if
accepted, in the view of the Council, would strongly reinforce the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. In 1999 in Cairo the Council addressed the religious implications of the Middle
East conflict.
Since the horrendous and tragic attacks on New York and Washington, the Council has been
concerned that the “War on Terror” could generate conditions for a wider conflict between
religions.
The reaction to the further terrorist attacks in Kenya, Russia, India and Indonesia, has reinforced
these concerns.
Therefore, it is important to bear in mind the following considerations:
1.

The current world situation, in particular, the “War on Terror” and further proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, could lead to even greater instability and to the break down of
order throughout the world.

2.

While some terrorists may be motivated by hate and envy alone, others have quite specific
objectives and purposes which are local and not universal in their implications.

3.

One unhappy reality is that some of the policies of certain Western countries are perceived
as causes for terrorism. Such attitudes can be caused by the perception of partiality in
critical regions, by growing inequality between rich and poor, which include the fact that
many people in many countries fall further behind because they do not have the resources to
participate in this globalised world. The spirit and imperatives behind the Millennium
Development Goals of the United Nations directed to mobilizing world financial, political,
moral and institutional resources to guaranteeing decent living standards for all people, need
to be translated into action.

4.

Strategic and economic justice and equilibrium between the nations of the world should be a
continuing objective which can only be achieved through cooperation, understanding and
the creation of trust. Policy should be directed to such ends.

5.

The United Nations’ outlawing of war, unless in direct self-defense or authorized under
Chapter VII by the Security Council as a threat to international peace and security, is a
major advance in promoting peace. If states now accept the doctrine of unilateral preemption, the work of the last 50 years in promoting international law will be undone.
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Therefore:
I

We call on all religious leaders to expressly reject any religious legitimation of violence and
terrorism.

II

We urge world leaders to take positive steps to cross divides between people of different
religions and ethnicity; to establish a more cooperative world where discussion and
consensus will determine outcomes and to work for justice between the nations of the world.

III We call on all states, great and small, to work with and through the United Nations, and
especially the Security Council, as the most appropriate means of achieving justice,
equilibrium and peace. We urge all nations to support the vital work of the United Nations
and to seek to strengthen its role in solving international conflict.
IV We call on all states to recognise universal human values and fundamental ethical standards,
which are shared by all religions and humanist philosophies, and to develop a culture of
non-violence and respect for life, of solidarity and a just economic order, of tolerance and a
life of truthfulness, and of equal rights and partnership between men and women.
V

We call on all states and religions to recognise that extremism can be found in religious and
political ideology of all kinds, and that wherever it is found, even within their own borders,
it must be condemned and opposed.

VI We therefore call on political, religious and public opinion leaders to exercise restraint and
understanding, to avoid extremism in all their actions and to recognize those common values,
standards and attitudes, without which a civilised humane society cannot prevail.
VII And so we call for all states to work to cross the divides within their own borders and
beyond and to oppose arbitrariness, double standards and unjust discrimination wherever
they may be found.

We emphasize that these objectives and values are universal and transcend state boundaries. Now
is the time to implement the spirit of the “Universal Declaration of Human Responsibilities.”
What are sought now are the wisdom and concrete actions for co-existence, co-operation and
economic justice for mankind, recalling once again the fundamental principles of a global ethic:
the principle of humanity “Every human being must be treated humanely” and the Golden Rule:
“What you do not wish to be done to yourself, do not do to others.”
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